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The incorporation of computer 

education as a unit in Business Education 
and vocational education at large is of 
recent origin in Nigeria. Graduates of 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
business education in the 1980’s had no 
courses in computer education to take as 
part of their requirement for graduation. In 
Nigeria today, there are numerous 
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Abstract 
The primary purpose of this paper is to examine the sustainability of 
computer education unit of business education for the achievement of 
the millennium development goals. It is also meant to assess the current 
practices in the use of computer in business education and to propose 
some suggestions for positive changes. The current changes in 
employment requirements and technology has led to the introduction of 
computer courses in business education. Students of business education 
are required to study certain courses in computer studies. The problem is 
the extent of the applicability and the effective implementation of the 
present curriculum for business education which demands the use of 
computer and the teaching of computer courses to such students. The 
practical implementation of the curriculum for such courses has been 
hindered by lack of time and resources. It is hoped that if adequate time 
and equipments are provided for the teaching and learning of such 
courses, it will help in the sustainability of the courses for the 
achievement of millennium development goals. The curriculum for 
computer related courses should be reviewed. More time should be 
allocated for computer related courses. Adequate computers should be 
provided for the teaching and learning of such courses. More manpower 
should be recruited to teach computer related courses. Those teaching 
computer related courses should be sent on training courses periodically 
to learn new trends. Special allowances should be paid to teachers / 
lecturers handling computer courses to motivate them for the extra time 
they need to put in for practical classes. 
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developments that affect business as well 
as computer education, namely, curriculum 
contents and trends rapid industrial 
globalization, social and economic forces, 
national and international new 
methodologies in classrooms and most 
importantly, the application of computer in 
education. 
 Employment requirement are 
changing due to technological 
advancement. Today employers require 
computer education as a prerequisite for 
entry into and advancement in the world of 
work. Today secondary school leavers and 
those without computer education 
experience difficulty in finding jobs. 
People’s attitude toward computer 
education appears to be changing. The 
aspirations of individuals for a better 
standard of living are higher today than 
ever before. People now look upon 
computer education as the means through 
which students may rise above the position 
of their parents. Students of business 
education in higher institutions now have 
to take compulsory courses in computer 
appreciation and computer application. 
The use of typewriters in teaching word 
processing to business education students 
is gradually being faced out because of the 
introduction of computers for teaching 
such courses. 
 The problem is the extent of the 
applicability and the effective 
implementation of the present curriculum 
for business education which demands the 
use of computer and the teaching of 
computer courses to such students. 
According to Osuala (2004), a good 
methods course should fulfill a necessary 

and essential function in business and 
computer teacher education programmes. 
The primary purpose of this paper is to 
examine the sustainability of computer 
education unit of business education for 
achievement of millennium development 
goals. It is also meant to assess the current 
practices in the use of computer in 
business education and to propose some 
suggestions for positive change. 
 
Computer in Business Education 
 There are at least four levels of 
education for computing. At the simplest 
level, there is the introductory “computer 
awareness” level which is offered in 
business education as computer 
appreciation. This comes with different 
course code and course number in different 
higher institution of learning. For the NCE 
programme, this comes as BED 228 
computer appreciation. The course is 
designed to allow beginners or the lay 
person, to become familiar with the 
language and general implications of the 
computer system. 
 The second level of education for 
computing is for those whose need is to 
learn specification areas like word 
processing, spreadsheet management, 
database handling, communication and 
control engineering. Again for those 
studying business educations at the NCE 
level, this comes as BED 226 – Computer 
Application. The third level of education 
for computing is computer studies 
designed to give the student a thoroughly 
but general grounding in the ways 
computers are used. This is the method 
currently used in most educational 
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institutions in Nigeria. Unfortunately, this 
sometimes appears to be an exercise 
permanently out of data as new 
developments rapidly and radically alters 
practical norms. Lastly, there is the 
specialized discipline of computer science 
organized together with related disciplines 
of mathematics, physics, engineering and 
electronics. (O’Neil, 1995).  
 Computer has also become a 
course offered within business education 
as earlier stated in the first and second 
level of education for computing. A critical 
analysis of the course content indicates that 
for BED 228 – computer appreciation, the 
following topic are to be taught to business 
education students at the NCE level within 
1 credit unit a week: 

1. Overview of computer hard and 
soft –wares and their 
characteristics. 

2. Historical evolution of computers. 
3. The political, economic and 

cultural impact of computers. 
4. Introduction to computer 

techniques –beginning from the 
flow chart. 

5. Programming languages – BASIC 
(Beginners all – Purpose Symbolic 
Instruction Code) and COBOL 
(Common Business Oriented 
Language) Only. 

For BED 226 – Computer Application, the 
following topics are to be taught to 
business education students at NCE level 
within 1 credit unit a week: 

1. Information Technology (IT): 
Concept and definition. Role of 
computer in information 
technology. 

2. Computer application systems 
with emphasis on: Word 
Processing; concept, application 
areas e.g. Using micro – soft 
words word star, etc. data 
processing with lotus / excel; 
(spread sheet). Application system 
desk-top publishing. 

3. Electronic data application 
systems; batch processing; on-line 
processing and real – time 
processing systems. Record 
keeping systems; decision making 
systems problem solving systems 
etc. 

4. Electronic communication 
systems; electronic mail systems; 
Fascism mail communication 
systems; Internet; local area 
networking (LAN); Global system 
for mobile communication (GSM); 
computer assisted learning etc. 

 
Assessment of the Practical Situation in 
the Implementation of Computer 
Courses in Business Education 
 The course BED 228 – Computer 
Appreciation does not have much problem 
in its implementation since any serious 
lecturer can handle it using the one credit 
unit allotted time for it. The problem is the 
implementation of the course content for 
BED 226 – Computer Application. 
Looking at the course content, it can be 
observed that items indicated as topics are 
usually separate courses in standard 
computer training institutions. Word 
processing, spreadsheet management, 
Desktop publishing, etc. should each be 
handled as a separate course. The practical 
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implementation of this particular course 
has a lot of set back. The time allocation 
(one credit unit) a week is not adequate for 
even one of the topics to be treated in a 
semester. If it is practically impossible to 
handle one of the topics within a semester, 
how then is a lecturer expected to treat all 
the topics effectively within a semester 
using one credit unit a week? This leaves 
much to be desired of the product 
(outcome) of such teaching / learning 
situation. 
 The authorities governing 
educational institutions have often 
responded to the current trend in 
technology without investigating the 
practical classroom situation. According to 
Osuala (2004), a good example is the 
unplanned introduction of computer 
courses in every academic programme of 
Nigerian higher institutions. This type of 
educational computer programme to 
prepare students and potential computer 
teachers promotes a narrow technical focus 
about the significance of computers. As we 
have witnessed in Nigerian universities 
such courses offer a haphazard approach to 
the subject of computers in education. 
Prospective teachers are presented with a 
little knowledge about everything, but with 
no mastery of anything. This may spark 
their interest, but provides them with no 
depth or insight. Unfortunately, this 
approach typically parallels the sort of 
course they in turn will be expected to 
offer their students. No lecturer or teacher 
can give what he / she does not possess. 
 Demonstration method is an 
essential teaching method in vocational 
and technical education. For demonstration 

to be effective, the teacher should plan the 
demonstration, prepare students for the 
demonstration, carry out the 
demonstration, review demonstration and 
restate the important part, points concerned 
with it should be noted. (Etim, 2006). 
Computer related courses are courses that 
should be taught using the demonstration 
method of teaching. Computer application 
courses cannot be taught without effective 
demonstration. It is therefore necessary for 
adequate time to be allocated for such 
courses. The lecturers / teachers handling 
such courses will need adequate time for 
demonstration.  
 
Conclusions 
 It is sad to observe that most 
institutions do not have the necessary 
equipment and computers for practical 
demonstration. Those available in some 
institutions are either outdated or 
inadequate in supply compared with the 
number of students to be taught. The few 
available lecturers handling such courses 
are overloaded with work. The time 
allocated for the teaching and learning of 
such courses are not adequate. Computer 
lecturers are not sent on refresher courses 
regularly as they should be. As a result of 
this, they continue to teach old methods 
they knew in the past. 
 
Recommendations 

It is hoped that if the following 
recommendations are adopted, the 
situation will change for the best: 

1. The curriculum for computer 
related courses should be 
reviewed. 
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2. More time should be allocated for 
computer related courses. 

3. Adequate computers should be 
provided for the teaching and 
learning of such courses. 

4. More manpower should be 
recruited to teach computer related 
courses. 

5. Those teaching computer related 
courses should be sent on training 
courses periodically to learn new 
trends. 

6. Special allowances should be paid 
to teachers / lecturers handling 
computer courses to motivate them 
for the extra time they need to put 
in for practical classes. 
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